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EXISTENCE IS A COSMIC JOKE

eligion
hasbeen
issing

one very funda-
mental quality:
the sense of hu-
mour. It’s unfor-
tunate, because

it has made reli-

gion sick.

A sense of
humour is an essential part of the whole-
ness of man. It keeps him healthy, young,
and fresh. And for centuries the sad
people have dominated religion. They
have expelled laughter -- from churches,
mosques, and from temples. The day
laughter enters back into the holy places
they will be really holy, because they will
be whole.

Laughter is the only quality that dis-
tinguishes man from other animals. Only
man can see the ridiculous, the absurd.
Only he has the capacity and the con-
sciousness to be aware of the cosmic joke
that existence is. It is a cosmic joke; it is
not a serious affair.

Seriousness is a disease, but serious-
ness has been praised, respected, hon-
oured. It was absolutely essential to be
serious to be a saint; hence only, people
who were incapable of laughter became

Osho

interested in religion. And people who
are incapable of laughter are not human
yet -- what to say about their being di-
vine? That is impossible -- they have not
yetbecome human. Hence L have tremen-
dous respect for the sense of humour, for
laughter.

Laughter is far more sacred than
prayer, because prayer can be done by
any one; it does not require much intel-
ligence. Laughter requires intelligence, it
requires presence of mind, a quickness of
seeing into things. A joke cannot be ex-
plained: either you understand it or you
miss it. If it is explained it loses the whole
point; hence no joke can be explained.
Either you get it immediately or you can
try to find out the meaning of it; you will
find out the meaning, but the joke will
not be there. It was in the immediacy.

Humour needs presence, utter pres-
ence. It is not a question of analysis, it is a
question of insight.

To be able to laugh, you need to be
like a child -- egoless. And when you
laugh, suddenly laughter is there, you are
not. You come back when the laughter is
gone. When the laughter is disappearing,
when it is subsiding, you come back, the
ego comes back. But in the very moment

of laughter you have a glimpse of ego-
lessness. There are only two activities in
which you can feel egolessness easily. One
is laughter, another is dancing. Dancing is
a physiological method, a bodily method
to feel egolessness. When the dancer is
lost in his dance he is no more -- there is
only dance. Laughter is a little more sub-
tle than dance, it is a little more inner, but
it has also the same fragrance. When you
laugh.... It has to be a belly laughter.

Laugh so that your whole body, your
whole being becomes involved, and sud-
denly there will be a glimpse. For the mo-
ment the past disappears, the future, the
ego, everything disappears -- there is only
laughter. And in that moment of laughter
you will be able to see the whole of exist-
ence laughing.

Lao Tzu had a sense of humour. May-
be because of that he could not become
the founder of a great religion. He used
to ride a buffalo. Now, couldn't he find a
horse? Anybody could have afforded at
least a donkey -- but a buffalo...? And that
too, sitting backwards! The buffalo is go-
ing one way and Lao Tzu is looking the
other way. He must have created laughter
wherever he passed. Life is not a tragedy,
itis a comedy.

Courtesy: Osho International
Foundation, www.osho.com

THE DAWN OF ANEW AGE

'Abdu'l-Baha

he medieval age of
darkness has passed
away and a new age

of radiance has dawned, when

reality is becoming evident,
where science is unravelling the
mysteries of the universe, the
onenessoftheworldofhumanity
is being established, and service
to all is the paramount motive
of existence. Shall we remain

steeped in our fanaticisms and
cling to our prejudices? Is it fitting that we should still be bound

and restricted by ancient fables and superstitions of the past, be
bound by superannuated beliefs and the ignorance of dark ages,
waging religious wars, fighting and shedding blood, shunning
and anathematising each other? Is this becoming?

Is it not better for us to be loving and considerate toward
each other? Is it not preferable to enjoy fellowship and unity,
join in anthems of praise to the Supreme God and extol all His
prophets in the spirit of acceptance and true vision? When we
do that, then, indeed, the world will become paradise, and the
promised day of oneness will dawn. Then, according to the
prophecy of Isaiah, the wolf and the lamb will drink from the
same stream, the owl and vulture will nest together in the same
branch, and the lion and calf pasture in the same meadow.

What does this mean? It means that fierce and contending
religions, hostile creeds and divergent beliefs will reconcile
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THE QUESTION OF CORRUPTION

ate 50s In

‘{g} I many Na-
tional Day

meetings, I made

a simple single

-
™ point: the charac-
. ter of the individu-
& 11 iy als in the nation is
the real remedy of
all ills-which had then started growing
in the country-and are now rampant in
the wider shape of corruption. Some-
times, I wrote my ideas to Rashtrapati
Radhakrishnan who encouraged me sim-
ply saying (letter dated 29.10.1965) “I
am glad that you are...reflecting on the
events of the day” Only a decade back,
Governor, Suraj Bhan often promised
that “With your blessings and inspira-
tion, I would continue to serve the coun-
try with sincerity and commitment.” (viz.
e.g. letter of 2.5.2002). I wish to present
that oft repeated point below in the inter-
est of the nation.

The demon of widening corruption
is not self-generated; it breeds from us
ourselves ie. from our own character.
Basically, we are facing not the crisis of
corruption, but the crisis of character. In
fact, most of us, in some form or other,
seem to be corrupt-as corrupt as we have
the capacity or power to be. It is our style
of thinking and over-all conduct that is

Vikas Arora, IPS

the root of the nation-wide corruption.
Members of the ruling and opposition
parties are but the sons of the same soil as
the rest of us all are. I once talked to Dr.
S. Radhakrishnan to enact an anti-dowry
law. Then chairman of the Rajya Sabha,
he said, “It is education, not legislation
that can help.” He war right. Now an anti-
dowry exists, but we see the far worse fac-
es of dowry. In the ultimate analysis, it is
our mentation that matter and that reigns
high, not just the government of the day.

THE POSSIBLE SOLUTION

Religious teachers and social activists can
definitely contribute their mite towards
making a corruption-free society. The tv
channels show in thousands the number
of their followers, admires, and sup-
porters. There must be a good number
of businesswmen and officers amongst
them. To begin with, these great guides
give an advice, indeed and an instruction
to them to refuse out and out the entry
in any form of corruption in any form in
their own life. If the total crores of only
these followers refuse to offer or to accept
bribes and dowry, a large population of
the country automatically becomes free
of corruption. Many of their own peo-
ple an many others will take a cue from

them. For the yet others, law be made:
then could it be effective too.

If men who claim to be fair and clean,
or the millions who seemingly support
their anti-corruption campaigns in good
gusto turn out to be actually so in char-
acter and conduct, they are bound to
again respect in the eyes of the contested
elections to legislatures. The cleans and
their mentors must in the larger inter-
est of the country, now come forward,
shed the ‘ideal’ of not fighting for power
but instead sur fight elections, and try to
win power. They must adopt this consti-
tutional approach, rather than the agita-
tional. When they gain power, they could
do alot to flag off corruption and its dirty
cousins, they could now do what they
believe to be in the real interest of the
country. If they don’t come to power in
the immediate future, they would atlreast
a powerful voice in the parliament to in-
fluence its proceeding through the right-
ful constitutional means. In both cases,
the future can safely repose high hopes
in them.

If there is a miracle that can turn
rightly pinpointed the truth, “Not gold,
but only men can make/A nation great
and strond/...” This is it.

Readers views are welcome.

SSP, CID, Haryana
Haryana Bhawan, New Delhi

and associate, despite their former hatreds and antagonisms.
Through theliberalism of human attitude thatis evolving in these
radiant times they will blend together in perfect fellowship and
love. This is the spirit and meaning of Isaiah’s words. There will
never be a day when this prophecy will come to pass literally,
for these species by their natures cannot mingle and associate
in kindness and love.

Therefore the prophecy of universal love symbolises the
unity and agreement of all forms of life that will come together
in attitudes of intelligence, illumination and spirituality.

The age has dawned when human fellowship will become
a reality. The time has come when all religions shall be united.
The dispensation is at hand when all nations shall enjoy the
blessings of international peace. The cycle has arrived when
racial prejudice will be abandoned by tribes and other peoples
of the world. The epoch has begun wherein all native lands will
be conjoined in one great human family. For all humankind
shall dwell in peace and security with all life beneath the shelter

of the great tabernacle of the one living God.

The powers of earth cannot withstand the privileges and
bestowals which God has ordained for this great and glorious
age. It is a need and exigency of the time. We can withstand
anything except that which is divinely intended and indicated
for the age and its requirements.

Today the call of the Kingdom of God is magnetic power
which draws to itself the world of humankind, for the potential
in every one of us is great. Divine teachings constitute the spirit
of this age. Every soul must endeavour that the veils that cover
our eyes may be torn asunder and that instantly the sun maybe
seen and that heart and sight may be illumined thereby.

Therefore, it is our duty in these radiant times to investigate
the essentials of divine religion, seek the realities underlying the
oneness of the world of humanity and discover the source of
fellowship and agreement with all of Creation which will unite
us in the heavenly bond of love.

dea@ibnc.in, www.bahai.in
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PRASHANT JAIN +91-9815101168

RESIDANCE: 267, ADARSH NAGAR, JALANDHAR

Manufacturers and Exporters of:
LIFE & IDEAL BRAND [ISI] MARKED GUNMETAL AND BRASS VALVES AND COCKS
C-71 INDUSTRIAL FOCAL POINT, JALANDHAR (PUNJAB) — 144004
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MOVERS

HIGHLIGHTS

¢ Leading Coal Handling Agents

and Coordinators since 45 years.

¢ Complete Coal Solutions under

one Roof.

+ Handling bulk Coal

requirements of Power Plants,

Iron and Steel Plants and Paper

Mills from the various |
subsidiaries of Coal India Ltd. |
¢ Expertise in Coal Linkage from
Ministry of Coal and Coal India

Ltd.

¢ Expertise in Rake

|
( ( ; RO U P CONTACT DETAILS |
Black Diamond Movers
Flat 3A, Block 11,
Space Town Housing Society,

V.I.P. Road, Raghunathpur,

Branches: Assam, Madhya Pradesh Kolkata- 700052
Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh Contact Person:
Uttarakhand, West Bengal Amit Jain- +91 9412702749

Jharkhand Ankit Jain- +91 9830773397

blackdiamondmovers@gmail.com

If undelivered please return to:

Editor, Samridha Sukhi Pariwar, E-253, Saraswati Kunj Appartment, 25 I. P. Extension, Patparganj, Delhi-110092






