
ARTICLE 

   JVB International Reflections.. 

 

JVB New Jersey 

  Samani Bhavit Pragya 

  Samani Sangh Pragya 

www.jvbnj.org 

 

 JVB Houston 

Samani Parimal Pragya 

Samani Maryada 

Pragya 

www.jvbhouston.org 

 

JVB Orlando 

Samani Vikas Pragya 

Samani Ratna Pragya 

www.jvborlando.org  

 

Miami, FIU 

Samani Shukla Pragya 

Highlights  

of this issue: 
 

 

Akshaya Tritiya 
 

News from JVB  

New Jersey Center 

 

* 

 

News from JVB  

Houston Center 

 

* 

 

News from JVB  

Orlando Center 

 

* 

 
News from JVB  

Miami FIU 

Volume 7, Issue 1      Jan—Apr 2015 
Lord Mahaveer Acharya Mahashraman 

1. Lord Aadinath never sets like the ordinary sun because the Lord has attained absolute knowledge and 

his soul has no veil over it, hence the question of rising and setting becomes null.  

2. Lord Aadinath cannot be eclipsed by the lunar mode. Rahu is denoted by the color black. The sinful ac-

tions are also symbolized by the color black. Lord has destroyed all his deluding karma and hence his radi-

ance can never be eclipsed.  

3. Lord Aadinath illuminates the endless universe. Due the destruction of the knowledge obscuring karma, 

perception obscuring karma, deluding karma and the obstructing karma, you have become an omniscient 

and hence you enlighten up the whole universe.  

4. Your knowledge is never obscured with clouds. It implies that your strength has grown to such an extent 

that none can obscure it.  
 

     To summarize-  

With the elimination of knowledge obscuring karmas, perception obscuring karmas, deluding  

karmas and obstructing karma Lord Rishab became a constellation of abundant glory. My  

multifold obeisance to the supreme illumined personality Lord Rishab. 

 

Akshya Tritiya is a pious day which brings the memory of 

spiritual pioneer Lord Rishab, the profounder of ‗Karma-

yug‘ and ‗Dharma-Yug.‘ Lord Rishab is a radiant personal-

ity. The external world has two luminous bodies, one being 

the lamp and the other being the Sun. Comparing with Sun, 

Acharya Mantung in his devotion of Lord Rishab has sung: 

       

       नास्तं कदाचिदऩुयासस न राहुगम्यः,स्ऩष्टीकरोषष सहसा युगऩज्जगन्तत। 
    नाम्भोधरोदरननरुद्धमहाप्रभावः, सूयाानतशानयमहहमासस मुनीतर ऱोके॥ 

Acharya Mantung giving the reasons for his (Lords)  

glorious greatness says: 
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New Year Jaap, AGM, & EC oath – January 1, 2015 
 

JVBNJ hosted New Year Jaap along with Samanijis’ Pravachan, Annual General Meeting, and Executive 

Committee Oath Ceremony on January 1, 2015. The program was held in the auspicious presence of Samani 

Bhavit Pragyaji and Samani Sangha Pragyaji.  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

A Workshop with Samani Shukla Pragyaji & Samani Unnata Pragyaji 
 

The workshop with Samanijis, held on March 8, was a very interesting presentation on the overall well-being 

of a human. Samani Unnata Pragyaji led the participants through an interesting experiment of creating a culi-

nary dish using Jain values. Samani Shukla Pragyaji’s Pravachan was mainly focused on the well-being of a 

human being. She discussed how we need to make our weak week into a win week by being well organized, 

innovative, and bringing in new ideas in life and getting rid of worries, ego, anger, and knots in our relation-

ships. Samani Unnata Pragyaji also conducted a parallel session on well-being with the Gyanshala children. 

The workshop was very inspiring and interactive and was well received by children and adults alike. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Holi Milan 
 

On Sunday, March 14, the families of JVBNA gathered at Six Mile Run Church for the colorful celebrations of Holi 

under the auspicious presence of Samani Shukla Pragyaji and Samani Unnata Pragyaji. There was a vibrant cultural 

program presented by the kids of Gyanshala, and the JVBNJ choir. An interactive quiz, and Samanjis each gave 

pravachan on different aspects of Jainism principles. Samani Shuklapragyaji’s pravachan theme focused on the balance 

and communication.  Her pravachan was consisted of trivia and memory games which audience participated. Samani 

Unnatapragyaji’s pravachan focused on the importance of the spiritual colors and how they affect each part of our 

body and balance. 



 

 

News from JVB Houston Center 

 15th Annul Family Camp—3-5 April 

Under the spiritual guidance and presence of Samani Parimal Pragyaji 

and Samani Maryada Pragyaji,  JVB Preksha Meditation Center, Hou-

ston conducted its 15th Annual 3-day Family Retreat Camp at 66-acre 

facility of Camp Woodmen in Bellville, TX  from April 3rd to 5th .   

Theme for this camp was ““Self-Restraint- key to fulfill life". About 

85+ participants from the Greater Houston area, San Antonio and 

Austin came along to enjoy the calm and scenic surroundings while 

nurturing their soul through powerful discourses, yoga, meditation 

and relaxation techniques.  Samani Parimal Pragyaji & SamaniMa-

ryda Pragyaji led various interactive & learning  sessions  throughout the day  which included multiple lectures/

presentations on meaningful topics such as “Words create the world”, “live in nature- live with nature” and “Talk 

show”. They used everyday examples in their presentations & delivered tips that can be utilized 

to transform one’s habits via different discourses.  The camp was covered by all the local newspaper as well as by TV 

Asia who gave a 7 minutes coverage during the community round-up. 

Mahavir Jayanti Celebration in Texas & California 

Mahavir Jayanti was celebrated under the guidance of Samani Parimal Pragyaji and Samani Maryada Pragayji at vari-

ous location this time. On April 2nd, the actual day of Mahavir Jayanti, it was celebrated at Jain Society of Houston 

(picture below on left), on April 12th it was celebrated in Sacramento and on April 19th, it was celebrated in Milpitas 

( picture below on right) Dealing with the topic “Discover Yourself” Samani Pariaml Pragyaji said, to discover oneself 

one has to learn and know about the concept of Leshya. She emphasized that without the knowledge of leshya one can-

not step into the spiritual world and do spiritual development. She further focused that it is the leshya that determines 

our External and Internal personality. 

In Milpitas Samani Pari-

aml Pragyaji also gave se-

ries of lec- tures on 

“Mahaviar Vani –(Gati 

char).”  She also organized 

a workshop on “Emotional 

Health and Preksha Medi-

tation”. All the lectures had 

enriched the knowledge of 

participants  

Akshay Tritiya in Houston 

On April 21st, there was a grand celebration of Akshya Tritiya at JVB center. On this pious occasion Samani Parimal 

Pragyaji enlightened the brief life journey of Lord Rishab and expressed the importance of this day.  Samani Maryada 

Pragyaji conducted a game which everybody enjoyed a lot. 

Workshop on ―Bhaktamar‖ 

On April 26th , a workshop was held on Bhaktambar , in which Samani Parimal Pragyaji articulated the importance of 

Devotion. Throwing light on the life of Acharya Manatunga and his devotion she explained the meaning of each 

hymns and its importance of recitation. 

Presentation in Community events  

Gyanshala kids presented a humorous skit full of message during the Annual India Republic day celebration by India 

Culture Center.  JVB youth council set up a booth during the 4th Vedic Fair in Katy to education attendees on Jainism 

and JVB activities. 

Upcoming Events: 
Visit www.jvbhouston.org for events and activities. Our daily Schedule can be viewed at  the following - http://

jvbhouston.org/dailyschedule.htm 

http://jvbhouston.org/dailyschedule.htm
http://jvbhouston.org/dailyschedule.htm


               News from JVB Orlando Center 

19th Annual Spiritual Camp 

Jain Vishwa Bharati, Orlando celebrated its 19th Annual Spiritual Camp from January 16 – 19, under the guidance of 

Samanis Parimal Pragyaji, Vikas Pragyaji, Shukla Pragyaji, & Unnat 

Pragyaji. The camps theme was “Understanding Joy and Sorrow” 

and was attended by approximately 140 attendees.  Samani Parimal 

Pragyaji, in her lecture, “How to de- velop Understanding”, gave an im-

portant formula of PCT (Patience, Communication, Time) and further 

explained that the cause of joy and sorrow is our own selves. She ex-

plained Bhagwan Mahavir’s saying, “Attakade Dukhe”.  Other lectures 

by Samanijis were “How to Heal Sor- row”, "Be with Yourself”, and Sa-

mani Unnat Pragyaji ex- plained the “Problem of 

Duality”.  The theory was also followed by a practi-

cal session of Dhyan & chanting of mantra.  The 

youth too learned many im- portant life lessons in their 

sessions which were ex- plained by Samanijis as 

well as Kamlesh Shah, Dr. Devendra Metha, Nayana 

Metha, and Komal Jain.  The young children also 

benefitted from this camp. Yoga classes were con-

ducted by expert volunteers of JVB. The highlight of 

the camp was a unique cul- tural program held on Sat-

urday. The adults were split into 8 groups and were 

given approximately only 2 hours to come up with a 

skit based on themes that were exhibited as posters by the Samanijis.  In the closing remarks, Samani Parimal Pragyaji 

told the audience to make their life spiritual and not materialistic. She said that the Orlando center is a spiritual center 

where karma nirjhara can be done. Samani Shukla Pragyaji said that the spirit and spiritual energy of JVB inspires and 

encourages each other.  Special thanks to Menkaben Pandya and family as well as Patel Brothers, Orlando for helping 

JVB Orlando. This year’s camp was another huge success.  

Welcome Program 
The Orlando center gave a grand welcome to their Samanijis –Vikas Pragyaji & 

Ratna Pragyaji on March 28, 2015. Mangalacharan was sung by Mr. Kamlesh Shah 

& Mr. Devang Chitalia.  Chairman Kamlesh Shah introduced both the Samanijis. 

President Ashok Shah gave a welcome speech and the JVB Ladies sang a welcome 

song. Gyanshala Coordinator, Mehul Shah gave a short presentation about 

Gyanshala. Samani Ratna Pragyaji spoke about 3Ds formula, to lead a religious life. 

In her lecture, Samani Vikas Pragyaji, talked about Dev, Guru and Dharma and 

asked everybody to follow the path of dharma as shown by Dev & under the holy 

guidance of our Guru. The program was anchored by Vice President, Mr. Vijay Lunawat. 
 

 Akshay Tritya and Anniversary April 25, 2015 
 

The 15th anniversary of the JVB Center in Orlando as well as Akshay Tritya 

was celebrated with great enthusiasm under the guidance of Samani Vikas 

Pragyaji and Samani Ratna Pragyaji. The JVB shravak samaj sang a hymn 

“Chaitya Purush” as mangalacharan for the program. Jain communities 

from cities in FL were welcomed by Mr. Shreyas Shah. The Gyanshala Kids 

and JVB Ladies presented melodious and devotional songs. An inspiring 

speech was presented by Mr. Tushar Shah. Board Director, Mr. Arvind 

Nandu presented a memento to Mrs. Avani Shah as a token of honor for her 

dedicated work as a Treasurer of JVB Orlando for 19 years. Chairman Kam-

lesh Shah informed the gathering about the future planning for the 20th camp. Some JVB adults and Gyanshala children 

presented a marvelous cultural program, “Rishabh Magic Show.” In her lecture, Samani Vikas Pragyaji talked about 

Bhagwan Rishabh’s inspiring life and admired the JVB community for its valuable support for the program. President 

Ashok Shah presented the Tithi program and VP, Mr. Manoj Shah gave a vote of thanks to the guests. The entire pro-

gram was wonderfully conducted by VP, Mr. Vijay Lunawat.  



               News from Miami, FIU 

Mahavir Jayanti lecture  

Dr. Jayandra Soni from University of Marburg present Mahavir Jayanti lecture on March 30th 2015 at FIU. Dr. Soni pre-

sented the concept of nine tatvas and primarily the ashrava concept. He brought to attention the role of ashrava and the 

journey of liberation. The lecture explained a great deal about Jainism. Dr. Soni then stated that Jainism is older than 

Buddhism and its focus is not on the middle way, like Buddhism, but on the efficacy of extreme asceticism and accepting 

of the notion of soul Jiva.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Study Broad Program 

One graduate and 8 undergraduate students are heading to India for exploring Jainism in its land of origin. Students going 

for JVBI and ISSJS programs will interact with Jain Scholars in India, the Jain community and enrich with a pragmatic 

Jainism.  

 

Online Lecture Series on Jain Texts      

The program being inaugurated by Prof. Nalini Balbir (Uni 

of Sorbonne) on May 9th  is launched to enrich textual stud-

ies in Jainism and nurture the study of ancient languages like 

Sanskrit, Prakrit, Apabraṃsa and other Indic languages. 

Scholars will present their research on a chosen Jain text 

through interactive video conferencing. 

    The text chosen for this year is the Ācārāṅga Sūtra. The sessions will be hosted on Saturdays GMT 17.00 (5 PM). 

The video conference is free and open to all. The content will also be archived on the FIU Jain Studies Program website.  

  

Schedule  

9th May - Prof. Nalini Balbir inaugurate the lecture series and Ven. Samani Chaitanya Pragya (JVBI) presents on 

the Concept of Violence and Nonviolence in Ācārāṅga Sūtra 

16th May – Prof. Nalini Balbir (Sorbonne): Monastic Discipline in the Ācārāṅga Sūtra  

23rd May -Prof. Christopher Chapple (Loyola Marymount): Ethics of Ācārāṅga Sūtra  

30 May -Prof. Ellen Gough (Emory): Enlightenment and Liberation in the Ācārāṅga Sūtra  

6th June - Prof. Kamal Chand Sogani & Ven. Samani Unnata Pragya (FIU): Mahavir in Ācārāṅga Sūtra 

  Please join meeting by clicking on the link 

https://connect.fiu.edu/jainstudies/ 

Time:  GMT 17.00 (5 PM) 

For more info reach - http://jainstudies.fiu.edu/ 

https://connect.fiu.edu/jainstudies/

