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Stop telling the world how big the STORM is
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Insteéd tell the storm how big your WORLD is



Look deep into Nature,
and then you’ll understand

everything better




Let us remenmber

that Animals are God's creatures, and we mst

use them for the purpose for which they were
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created,
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Our flag does not fly
because the wind moves it,
it flies with the
last breath of each soldier
who died protecting it.

It is easier to build strong children than to repair broken adults




Karuna Kunj, though a pet-
memorial space, is unique in the
country where families perpetuate
the memory of their departed
members by planting trees and
feeding the sheltered animals.

Souradipta (Appu, named after
1982 Delhi Asian Games’' Mascot)
was the only child of Swapna &
Pankaj Kayal.

Souradipta was born on 20th June
1982.

On 1st July 1994 a fatal road
accident snuffed his life out at the
tender age of 12 yrs.

He, then, was studying in class VI
at Ramkrishna Mission Shiksha
Mandir, Sarisha, South 24 Pgs.

A prize/ scholarship on
Souradipta’s name has already
been instituted at his School on
Indian Culture, his favourite subject.

On this Friday 1st July, Souradipta’s
parents, influenced by media write
up on continuity of life as a tree,
have requested Compassionate
Crusaders Trust to arrange a tree
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Tree Planting for Souradipta at 6 PM on July 1, 2016

Pic: the chosen Champa sapling from Sputnik's Garden is being handed over by
Karuna Kunj staff, on Souradipta's birthday, 20 June. Champa (=) (Magnolia
champaca) is counted among the topmost fragrant flowers in the world and are
used to make the world's one of the most expensive perfumes ‘Joy'

to be planted at the animal shelter
site of Karuna Kunj. Swapna has
chosen a fragrant flowering
Champa tree to commemorate
Souradipa.

Mother Swapna is a retired school
principal and father Pankaj is a
practicing advocate. They presently

reside at ASHABARI Hsg,, Patuli
Township,.

This is the very first time in the 22
years’ existence of Karuna Kunj, a
family has decided to
commemorate a departed child on
the site. Till now only pets’ have
been commemorated in such
manners at Karuna Kunj.




("2\ A tribute to &"j

DADY
CURSETIJEE
DADY

son of the late Naju
and Cursetjee Dady
Dady (Kelso),
brother of the
late Pilu C. Dady,

the late Rutty C. Dady
and the late Bhikhu
Dhun R. Ratnagar.
Uncle of Diana
Ratnagar-Irani,

Expired on
11 November 2016

When a noble life has
prepared old age, it
is not decline that it
reveals, but the first
days of immortality.

~ Muriel Spark

A Star pine (Aaucaria heteroyl_l_a) in Dady’s memory

Mrs. Dipika Sapui, a Central Govt.
employee. had visited Karuna Kunj along
with her son. She planted a Karabi (&%),

Indian oleander, an Indian medicinal
plant is botanically named as Nerium
odorum Sol.) inside Sputnik's Garden in
memory of her young daughter who
was killed in a tragic accident.
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Now, gold coins

for culling stray dogs

in Kerala
PTI | Updated: Oct 30, 2016

Four persons have lost their lives
in canine attacks in last four
months.

Over 700 have been injured in
canine attacks in the state.

This year, 53,000 people had to
take treatment for dog bites in
government hospitals alone.

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: The
alumni association of a prominent
college has announced gold coins
to the civic authorities which
would kill the maximum number
of stray dogs till December 10 in
Kerala where four persons have
lost their lives and over 700 have
been injured in canine attacks in
the last four months.
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In the wake of increasing stray
dog menace in the state, office
bearers of Old Students Welfare
Association of Pala-based St
Thomas College said the “gift”
would be given to the heads of
panchayats and municipalities
across the state where most stray
dogs are killed.

The outfit had hit headlines
recently for providing air guns at
subsidised rates to deal with
violent dogs.

Earlier, cash incentives were also
offered by a state-based
industrialist for culling dogs.

“We are planning to give the gift
to panchayat presidents and
municipality chairmen in the state
who lead in killing maximum
number of stray dogs. Our aim is
to ensure the safety of people
from violent canines,” James
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Pambaykkal, Association General
Secretary, said.

Accusing the government of
inactivity on the stray dog issue,
he said the association was
attempting to end the menace
with the participation of people.

The gold coins would be bought
with the contributions, collected
from the representatives of the
1200 member-association, he
said.

The weight of the coins would be
decided according to the total
amount collected, James, a
physics post-graduate who
passed out from the college in
1984, said.

He said the civic authorities, who
apply for the gold coins, should
submit day-to-day figures of the
culled dogs.

Those who find ugly meanings in beautiful things are corrupt without being charming. This is a
fault. Those who find beautiful meanings in beautiful things are the cultivated. For these there is
hope. They are the elect to whom beautiful things mean only beauty. ~ Oscar Wilde
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As long as
you live in love,
you Live,
rest is
just existence




‘No,’ said the cat. ‘Now
you people have names.
That’s because you don’t
know who you are. We
know who we are, so we
don’t need names.
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Pet Cemetery

We Have A Pet
Cemetery Just A Little
Away From Kolkata &
You Can Immortalize
Your Pet There!-
Karuna Kunj

By Santana Fell Posted November 10, 2016
In People of Interest, Place of Interest

“Such short lives our pets have
to spend with us, and they
spend most of it waiting for us
to come home each day.”

- John Grogan

An important part of loving
someone immensely, is the fear
of losing them. Love for our pets
is no different, a bond that only a
pet owner can understand. These
furry/feathery, selfless friends
light up our world while making
us the centre of their world. They
show us what true love really
means. So, when they bid adieu,
the loss is something so
devastatingly heart-breaking, we
can't even begin to express how
it feels.
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In honor of our beloved little
friends and the memories that
they leave behind, The
Compassionate Crusaders Trust
runs a burial ground (and animal
shelter) called Karuna Kunj
situated in South 24-Parganas,
that provides a befitting way to
say goodbye to these little
creatures that occupy a huge
space in our hearts. A final resting
ground that signifies the dignity
that our little buddies rightly
deserve.

This pet cemetery has the
solitude, peace and quiet like all
other cemeteries along with
many grieving families who offer
prayers and flowers (even sweets
and cakes on special occasions)
at the grave of their departed little
friends.

“The burial ground is not
restricted to any particular kind
of pets. Dogs, cats, parrots,
pigeons etc lay buried on these
grounds. It was remarkable to
see that in a society where most
people love to eat animal flesh,

deceased pet b

a lady, loved and pet three
roosters who she buried here
over a period of time... there
have been more than 6000 pet
burials in the last 20 years in
Karuna Kunij... this only goes to
show what a stupendous
response we have got from pet
owners and animal lovers. “ -
said Mr. Debasis Chakrabarti,
founder of Karuna Kunj, who
also started the first burial site
for pets named Dog’s own as a
pilot project in 1991.

“Pets are loved and cared for.
When they die, they are either
buried in a garden or personal
space or (out of no choice) have
to be thrown into garbage
dumps... even the thought of it is
very degrading.” This was a major
driving force behind the initiative
of a pet burial ground - to provide
a dignified burial to pets, who
have, over time, become family
members. Mr. Chakrabarti felt that
there should be a vivid symbol of
remembrance after they depart.

The burial procedure involves the
eing broughtina




hearse till the gate of Karuna Kunj,
from there it is covered with a
new white cloth and then carried
on a stretcher by a family member
or staff (as preferred) till the burial
site, which is a 50m walk from the
gate. The grave is dug in advance
according to the pet’s size. All this
is done at the cost of Rs.2000.
There are optional charges for
memorial plaques.

Usually, they do not allow any pet
to be buried in the same place as
another within 6 months of the
previous animal’s burial. Normally,
the soil is recycled every 4-6
months. Once a year, the leftovers
of pets are taken out and fresh
soil is put for hygiene purpose.
There are two portions of the
burial ground. When one portion’s

soil is being changed, the other
portion is used.

Right here is a cemetery with a
difference. Not only is it a pet
cemetery, but also the idea of
‘perpetuation of life’ is
encouraged here.

How? You ask. Well it's simple. It
is believed that a body may die
but a soul never dies. So, when
people bury their pets in Karuna
Kunj, they are advised to plant a
tree in the name of their pet. The
idea is in believing that the pet
has given life to the tree and
continues to live in the form of
the tree. Only plants that can
sustain calcium, phosphorous can
be planted there. These plants are
planted in Sputnik’s garden,
named after a pet dog that was
maintained by the Chakrabarti
family.

There are about 60 varieties of
plants here. In the past 1 year,
there have been two families who
have even planted trees in the
name of their deceased family

members. The idea of recyclable
burial ground is in-fact spreading
globally and being
acknowledged as an eco-friendly
approach to human burials.

In light of the recent animal abuse
trend on social media, Mr.
Chakrabarti said, “there is nothing
new in that. People have been
doing it since ages but when they
do something like this and upload
it, this only shows that they want
to prove that they are stronger by
torturing a weaker one. It is a
mental problem. According to a
research, animal cruelty is a sign
seen in most hardcore criminals.”

Karuna kunj provides 24 hours
service. The Helpline No. is:
24647030.

“Compassion for animals is
intimately associated with
goodness of character, and it
may be confidently asserted
that he who is cruel to animals
cannot be a good man.”

- Arthur Schopenhauer




Never stop doing little things for others.
Sometimes those little things occupy the biggest part of their hearts
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Intern's story

Ferrel e MA-ce ©fé 29
e {3 Feafe | g Part-1ll <K
FECZ | (FE6 (ACAICS (S NCZ | 0o
2! 3 A A 91 IR FA008 T
OIZCE G2 ITRBICE IS NN T |
G f2ota s Tmeiw @2z R |
QfeleT 20 >0(T AT (o BFIAD (A= |
57155 wits Compassionate
Crusaders Trust-93 Sifetaig @3

AN (T TS O FACO
Sl (redl 7e |

CRIBCIEI (AR A #AITRITe 5% 43 @Il
SleICe] O SN (oAl $F AT
(T -FITET TR ACES QN 1) (F

I 19 vqca Pidifbree wisie
%W 2 | ©i S (AT TF (AT
TAR (/=T | SIeT, g Aw Fre
e A1, sre AR 0ot 0! SR
A |

Sifsisig-93 Compassionate
Crusaders Centre for Animal

Welfare 3 ¢ #fzfoe i Tollygunge
Clinic-9 @fe@-205v @3 Sv IR
foicar it et |

R (MCAST S0 Z0Ze S @2 it
94, T A0S Z(J (0] IS A< el 2
9 ©leE G ST FIOIT 7 |
Clinic-a9 A5 e G At

4 LA eI

Animal Crusaders ¢ Annual Issue ® 2016 i

e

1 AR T ST | SiRres AAlfdfe
G (@ GGt = ofEre Giae todl
FACO GO5] AR FA |

(ST ST % -2{IRl BRI Sty I |
TSI T (5B FC S AR
Colte | BfFeT MEF ot Fier
(TR 0o 22, (9 Bill ca (v,
Medicine Register-4 Entry &,
Bill-«= T2 <=1 2onifv | SIS (531 &
TGB! TSI SN Flerestet! fFFsret o
ifsl Fce 2N |

& PGS RIS SRR AT ST
RO FCACEA | @ A ANZES
=2 I Foe |

GG TEF T JfeT, @ 96! FFA
Z N G |8 LG ST IS
AR T (5B A |

QT (A% F© WG ST (AT
fta wiee, fofeest Faite | Foaay
AR e ABICT =K & (rescue)
1 2 | GTTIE T T Y] ST O
A FA T | AACETT @ A,
ATINTTS ZACS! 9 TIJ NFHITT,
% (@9 G S (1 SN IR G,
SR A ST 0 (@ Ritet s
BTACE, OF AC®OE WY (FlTe
FHMHHEs-9g WSS B (o
A WISt Q0 S el | QT SIS
ORI G Y72 FICS FA9IC | 92
SIS ARG (IS S (0 (91T,
(B! ANOjZ T SICeN sz |

et 7

Everybody can be great... because everybody can serve.
You don’t have to have a college degree to serve.
You don’t have to make your subject and verb agree to serve.
You only need a heart full of grace. A soul generated by love.

- Martin Luther King Jr
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Ganga - the lifeline of India
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It’s the questions we can’t answer that teach us the most. They teach us how to think. If you give a
man an answer, all he gains is a little fact. But give him a question and he’ll look for his own answers.

~ Patrick Rothfuss
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Clinic care

With their parallel lives, animals offer man a companionship which is different from any offered
by human exchange. Different because it is a companionship offered to the loneliness of man as a
species. Such an unspeaking companionship was felt to be so equal that often one finds the conviction

that it was man who lacked the capacity to speak with animals ~ John Berger
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Tail tell : Tigers of Sunderbans

The tiger (in
Sunderbans)
does not burn bright

Media reports of 2008, 2015 and 2017
reflect the state of affairs of the sunderban
tigers.

2008- The tiger does not burn
bright in the Indian jungles any
more. But as the tragic decline in
the big cat population becomes
official, a mystery shrouds their
number in India’s largest tiger
habitat, the Sundarbans. Are there
279 tigers there, or 75?7 According
to the latest tiger census released
by the government on February
12,2008, their number stands at
1,411, a dramatic fall from 3,642
in the 2001-02 census. The latest
census did not cover the
Sundarbans. While releasing it,
head of the National Tiger
Conservation Authority Rajesh
Gopal said the number in the
Sundarbans would have to be
verified through radio collaring.
The last time a census was done,
officials in the West Bengal forest
department had said there were
249 tigers in the Sundarbans Tiger
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Reserve (STR) and 279 in greater
Sundarbans. That number was
based on pugmarks of individual
tigers. But analysing the same
pugmarks, the Indian Statistical
Institute said in July 2006 there
were only 75 tigers in the
Sundarbans. The ISI was asked by
the West Bengal government to
develop a software programme
to process field data on tiger
pugmarks. But once it came out
with its figure of 75, the state
government was quick to trash
the report and find fault with the
software. (Excerpts IANS)

2015- Monday 27 July 2015 Only
around 100 tigers remain in
Bangladesh’s famed Sundarbans
forest, far fewer of the
endangered animals than
previously thought, according to
a census.

Some 440 tigers were recorded
during the previous census in
2004 in the Sundarbans, the
world’s largest mangrove forest
and one of the last remaining
habitats for the big cats.

But experts said better
methodology was the reason for
the huge drop in the numbers,
saying hidden cameras used this
time around, rather than
pugmarks, gave a much more
accurate figure.

Pan India tiger population is now
at 2,226, with campaigners hailing
the latest statistics

Tapan Kumar Dey, the
government’s wildlife
conservator, said analysis of
camera footage from the year-
long survey that ended in April
found numbers ranged between
83 and 130, giving an average of
106.

“So plus or minus we have around
106 tigers in our parts of the
Sundarbans. It's a more accurate
figure,” Dey told Agence France-
Presse about the survey, which
has not yet been publicly
released.

About 74 tigers have previously
been counted on the Indian side
of the Sundarbans, which makes
up nearly 40% of the forest
straddling both countries over
10,000 sq km (3,860 sq m).

Bengal tigers live mainly in India,
where nationwide there are 2,226,
with smaller populations in
Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, China
and Myanmar.

Monirul Khan, a zoology professor
at Bangladesh’s Jahangirnagar
University and the nation’s
foremost tiger expert, said the
survey confirmed his worst fears.

“It seems the population has
declined more than we had

Perhaps it is better to wake up after all, even to suffer,
rather than to remain a dupe to illusions all one’s life. - Kate Chopin
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Tail tell : Tigers of Sunderbans

feared,” Khan said, saying his
studies showed the figure was no
more than 200. (Excerpts Agence
France-Presse)

2017- The latest on sunderbans
tigers is a study published in PLOS
ONE, a scientific journal published
by the Public Library of Science
(PLOS)

Apart from rare insights into the
behaviour of the tigers, the radio
telemetry study also sheds light
on the mysterious Sunderbans
terrain. Spanning eight years
between 2008 and 2016, the
study shows the habitat of the
Sunderbans tiger is perfectly
stable and much better than both
the Russian Far East and tropical
rain forests of south-east Asia.
Here, female tigers have a home
range of 57 square kilometres and
males 110 square kilometres.
Home range is an area over which
an animal regularly travels in
search of food or mates.

Braves are kind to the mutes

“The home range of swamp tigers
suggests higher resource
availability here,” said Y V Jhala of
the department of animal ecology
and conservation biology at
Wildlife Institute of India,
Dehradun.

Bolstered by the findings the state
has now released a collared
tigress in the forests outside the
Sunderbans core area. “On
January 25, a tigress captured
earlier from Tridibnagar village
was released in the forests of
Ajmalmari in South 24 Parganas

forest division. In the long run,
this will help us get an idea on
the habitat outside the tiger
reserve area,” said chief wildlife
warden Praadeep Vyas.

A forester said a collar can give
signals on the tiger’s locations five
times a day . While a set of data is
received by the officials of WII,
another set is transmitted to the
state’s chief wildlife warden. A
brand new collar can give signals
up to a year depending upon the
draining of battery.

(Excerpts Times of India)

Both protection and conservation of Sunderbans tigers are the
urgent need of the hour. The tigers’ actual habitat may not be
shrinking in area but environmental degradation all around has

reached a critical level.

Encouraging anti-conservation activities for the sake of eco-tourism
or human rehabilitation can be self-defeating in the long run. There
have been instances of even rainforest areas turning into deserts

on the face of this earth.

e
A firefighter rescues a Abruzzo puppy

from the avalanche-hit Farindola, central Italy
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Fewer injuries during
Diwali leave animal
lovers relieved

Oct 31 2016 : The Times of India (Kolkata)

They can't speak for themselves
but they feel everything -
excruciating pain, uneasiness and
more often than not,
helplessness. Animals have
stronger hearing abilities than
humans and are thus more
sensitive to noises. Every year,
during Diwali, at least 15 strays
and pets are brought in at a vet's
chamber with burn injuries or
severe trauma inflicted by the
sounds of firecrackers. But this
year, with enormous campaigns

running to make Diwali pet-

&0 %

friendly, the scenario has been
pleasantly different. Animal
rescuers and vets have claimed
that this Diwali has been easy on
birds and stray animals with little
to no burn injuries reported.

NO BURN INJURIES REPORTED

With no injury cases reported till
Sunday noon, animal welfare
organisations and vets were
heaving a sigh of relief. Said
Debasis Chakrabarti, founder,
Compassionate Crusaders Trust,
“Last year we had reported about
10 burn injury cases in and
around the city. This year, we
haven't heard of any case so far.
It's great to see that our efforts in
sensitising people have paid off.”
According to Dr Shubhajit Ghosh

Clever canine: safe inside a sandpit of a‘Baji (fireworks) Bazar’

.
A traumatized doggy being comforted by Avisweta,
a CCT volunteer on Diwali day at Tollygunge clinic
[Photo courtesy The Times of India]

from Chhaya Foundation, there
have been reports of a few road
accidents but none that of burn
injuries."There were
approximately 10-15 burn injury
cases, all of them deliberate, last
year. This year, things have taken
a positive turn,” he said.

Actress and animal activist,
Debasree Roy , is happy that
animal safety has been ensured
this year. “l took rounds in the
surrounding localities and figured
that the craze for sound crackers
has gone down considerably. No
burn injury or animal cruelty cases
were reported at my foundation
till Sunday . I'm happy that people
are more aware and sensitive
now.l'd like to request everyone
to be equally cautious during
immersions.”

Tushar Ray, member, Ashari, PFA
Kolkata, echoed similar views. “Of
late, I've observed positive
changes in people when it comes
to a pet-friendly environment. The
awareness is catching up and that
we didn't receive any case of

Truth is so obscure in these times, and falsehood so established,
that, unless we love the truth, we cannot know it. ~ Blaise Pascal
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animal injury this Diwali is
testimony to that. Dr
Chandrakanta Chakraborty,
consultant veterinarian, small
animal practitioner and surgeon,
thinks sound crackers are man-
made nuisance. “Animals, when
traumatised, tend to hide and
isolate themselves. The
psychological distress is massive.
| received only one call from a Salt
Lake resident this year. Someone
burst a chocolate bomb near a
pet dog and he was shivering
from trauma. In cases such as these,
it's important to calm the animal
down by socialising with it

TRAUMA CASES HIT A LOW

On being asked about trauma
cases, Debasis said, “Twenty
trauma and anxiety cases were
reported with us on the night of
Kali Puja. Last year, the number
raked up to a whopping 100."” Dr
Dipak Dey from Calcutta Canine
Clinic, too, had similar views. He
said, “Till Sunday morning, | had
attended to only two stressed
dogs. The number of anxiety
cases owing to noisy firecrackers
has gone down. Last year, | had
treated 25 stressed pets and
strays.” Tushar, however, differed
on this point.“l think the number
of trauma cases have gone down
by a mere 10%.0n Saturday night,
two stray dogs, traumatised by
the smoke and noise, took shelter
at my place”

SOCIAL MEDIA PLAYS A BIG ROLE

With awareness messages being
circulated on WhatsApp and
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social media, more people have
taken notice. It has greater reach
and the impact, so far, have been
positive.

Dr Chandrakanta notes, “Social
media plays a big role in
spreading positive awareness.
Pet-friendly Diwali isn't trending
on social media for nothing. Then
again, psychopaths are
everywhere. We can't ever say
with conviction that strays will be
unharmed. But since such cases
are now highlighted and taken
up seriously, cruelty and
indifference towards animals have
reduced. This year, the tendency
to burst sound crackers has
reduced to a great extent. It's a
great start and we can only hope
that this continues.”

FEWER REPORTS OF BIRDS
LEAVING THEIR HOMES

Animal activists unanimously

opined that there were fewer
cases of birds disturbed by the
noise of crackers or leaving their
natural habitat.

“I just heard of one crane leaving
its natural habitat on Saturday.
Last year, the number went up to
30. We've indeed come a long
way " said Debasis.

Kushal Mookherjee, celebrated
birds' activist, said, “In comparison
to last year, the trend of sound
crackers has gone down by a
handsome 20%. | go for morning
walks to Tolly Club every day .Last
year, at least one thousand crows
gathered in the compound. But
this year, | haven't seen many. My
friends and family members too
haven't noticed any abnormalities
in the behaviour of birds in their
locality ./
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Journey of Jallikattu:
From local sport to

Tamil totem
- Kalyanaraman M

Chennai: Until recently,
Jallikattu was a Pongal
event restricted to a few
southern districts. But, in
a matter of days, it has
turned into a symbol of
Tamil culture for college
and school students across
the state.

The ban is being opposed
by Tamils who've probably
never seen Jallikattu.
People living abroad, and
across faiths, and women
are supporting it.

What got Jallikattu into
national headlines was
when a few thousand
protesters arrived at
Marina Beach -a day after
protesters in Madurai,
were evicted from the site.

The students were
assembling in Chennai.

They knew that cows and
bulls are celebrated, even

worshipped, as an
indispensable part of
village life on

Mattupongal, which is a
part of the three day
Pongal festival.

Pongal has been an
important but secular
festival. Sangam literature,
nearly 2,000 years old,
talks about ‘eru
thazhuvuthal’ -hugging
the bull -as a rite of
passage for a man seeking
a girl's hand for marriage,
says Stalin Rajangam, a
dalit writer who opposes
Jallikattu.

In districts near Madurai,
it is observed as ‘manju
virattu’, or bull-chasing.
The name Jallikattu is a

Yo

Bulls love to fight but not with humans

corruption of a Tamil term
that refers to coins tied
onto the bull’s forehead,
and the winner is said to
have tamed the bull if he
could yank the coins off.
Rajangam says, “The actual
Jallikattu event as a
competitive sport and
spectacle is only a few
centuries old and
restricted geographically.”
(Excerpt)

Middle ground
of custom

without cruelty
Jan 21 2017

The prospects of an end to
mass protests across Tamil
Nadu against the ban on
jallikattu appeared to be
in sight with the state
government clearing an
ordinance to be sent to the
President seeking the
lifting of the prohibition
on the custom by this
weekend.

This may convince lakhs of
protesters across the state
to call off their
spontaneous and peaceful
agitation.

The Tamil Nadu
government seems to
have heeded the advice of
the attorney general of

India, Mukul Rohatgi, first
aired on TIMES NOW.

Speaking to the news
channel, the country’s top
law officer shed light on
the legal recourse
available to the state
government to get around
the Supreme Court ban on
the age-old bull taming
tradition.

Rohatgi reminded the
government to enact a law
treating jallikattu as a
traditional sport, saying,
“While drafting the law,
the state must take care to
evolve guidelines to
ensure the sport is carried
out so as to ensure that
neither the animal nor the
participants are injured.”

He also said that the
guidelines must make it
“illegal and punishable” for
spectators and
participants to torture the
animal.

Talking about the way
ahead, Rohatgi said:
“While PCA is a Central law
and can be amended only
in Parliament, the instant
case concerns a regional
sport and, therefore, the
onus should be on the
state and not on the
Centre.” (Excerpt)

When two opposite points of view are expressed with equal intensity, the truth does not necessarily
lie exactly halfway between them. It is possible for one side to be simply wrong. ~ Richard Dawkins
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3,000 freshwater

turtles seized
TNN | Jan 2, 2017

In one of the biggest
seizures of freshwater
turtles in the state, the
forest department with
the help of local cops
seized more than 3,000
flapshell turtles, protected
under Schedule | of the
Wildlife Protection Act, in
Burdwan since December
29.

While 1850 turtles were
sized on December 29,
another 1625 were seized
on Sunday at Memari.

Confirming Sunday’s
development, chief
conservator of forest (CCF)
Kalyan Das said this is the
second time in the last
four days that such a huge
consignment of these
turtles was seized in
Burdwan. “Earlier on

Wednesday, 1850 such
turtles were seized in
Burdwan and five persons,
all residents of Uttar
Pradesh, were arrested,” he
said.

The seizures assume
significance as the turtles
enjoy the same protection
status accorded to the
Bengal tiger. “On Sunday,
we arrested four persons,
all residents of UP. Memari
police had suspected their
activities and stopped
their car before informing
us. After reaching the spot,
we seized the turtles and
arrested them,” Das said,
adding that they have also
informed the officials of
the Wildlife Crime Control
Bureau (WCCB) who are
now investigating the case.
The consignment was
heading towards Kolkata
from UP’s Sultanpur.
(Excerpt)

Peacock trafficking

The Telegraph, Calcutta |
Sunday, December 18,2016

Calcutta, Dec. 17: Police
have recovered 12
peacocks and peafowl
from a house in north
Calcutta and arrested three
persons who had allegedly
planned to smuggle the
birds out of the state.

India bans import

of exotic skins, furs
TNN | New Delhi: Jan 06 2017

Acting on the demand of
animal rights activists, India
has banned import of
exotic skins of reptiles like

Thic rew celebralee my egocentric
eregard for other gp

r

crocodiles and alligators
and furs of certain animals
including foxes and minks
which are used to
manufacture leather or for
fur clothing and
accessories.

A notification to this effect
was issued by the
Directorate General of

Foreign Trade (DGFT) of
the commerce ministry on
January 3.

Animal rights activists
highlighted instances of
extreme suffering of
reptiles and other animals
killed for leather or fur
clothing and even
produced evidence before
the central ministries for
the same. TIMES NEWS
NETWORK (Excerpt)

Cloud of uncertainty
looms over three

circus elephants
TNN | Dec 20,2016

PURULIA: As the Central Zoo
Authority (CZA) is still
deciding whether to
acknowledge the captive
animal facility of Ajanta
Circus, the circus’ three
elephant trio -Chanda,
Laxmi and Padma -who had
been performing three
shows daily during Rash
mela at Purulia have been
left behind after their last
show on Tuesday. After their
stintin Purulia, the circus has
now moved to Midnapore.
Currently, the elephants are
in a catch 22 situation as the
troupe is unable to take
them anywhere and the
government pleading
helplessness. The
government finds it difficult
to take care of the
pachyderms as south
Bengal lacks infrastructure.
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Currently, they are in a tent
at the GL Church ground
under the watch of a Circus
caretaker. Bimal Kumar,
DFO, Kangsabato north,
said, “We are unable to take
responsibility for the
upkeep of the three
elephants as we have no

The memory of Kanan, the
wild tigress who strayed
into the Nandankanan zoo
in 1976, will be kept alive
with a statue that will be
unveiled on the premises
of the famous zoo on
Thursday. Nandankanan
has long been known for
its tiger population and
the Royal Bengal Tiger is
the most sought after
animal for visitors at the
zoo. The statue will act as
a memorial for the species
and will attract both
tourists and researchers
who are studying the long
history of tigers at
Nandankanan.
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facility anywhere in south
Bengal for keeping captive
elephants.”

Ajanta Circus manager T
Jairaj said, “It is true we no
longer have permission to
stage shows with elephants.
But we will do our best to
look after the elephants.”

According to CZA
guidelines, the state
circuses can chain their
elephants only on one feet
and it can only be chained
on more feet if it creates
problems.

“CZA had identified 21
circuses, including Ajanta
Circus, which were barred
from using elephants. We
have already rescued four
elephants from circus
shows and the way the
elephants were treated at
the Purulia circus shows
that it is not acceptable. We
will inquire into the
violations,” said Vinod
Kumar Yadav, member
secretary of West Bengal
Zoo Authority. (Excerpt)

Kanan of Nandankanan

A oo
Sources at the zoo say that
Kanan’s statue will be
erected at the very
enclosure where she was
housed after straying into
the premises.

“We have taken care to
preserve the enclosure so
that it can be used as a
memorial. The female

e e e N

predator was only kept in
the enclosure after it
showed signs of wanting
to adapt to the
atmosphere of the zoo,”
said zoo director, Sisir
Kumar Acharya.

The zoo currently has 24
tigers. The total has risen
recently, afterthe birth of

The Supreme Court
says No to Kerala
captive elephants’
ownership
certificates.

New Delhi (PTI): The
Supreme Court has
restrained the Kerala
government from issuing
ownership certificates to
elephant owners. The
direction comes after a PIL
was filed seeking to quash
a state government
notification that offered an
amnesty period for those
keeping 289 captive
elephants without valid
ownership certificates.

three cubs in August. One
of the three newbornsis a
melanistic tiger. Such
tigers have darker stripes,
very close together, and
are extremely rare. These
cubs were born to a male
tiger at the zoo, named
Manish.

Earlier in April, two cubs
were born to an erstwhile
wild tiger named Nandan
and a tigress named Megha.

The zoo acquired them
because the wild gene in
cubs would help breed
healthy tigers in the future,
revealed a source at the
zoo. Like Kanan, Nandan
too had strayed into the
zoo in 2013 on his own.
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Gratitude is the fairest blossom
which springs from the soul.

With Compliments from:
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CONSTITUTION
OF
INDIA

B Article 48-A of the Indian Constitution-The directive principles:
The state should protect and improve the environment and safeguard the
forests and wild life of the country. This directive was added by the 42nd
Amendment Act, 1976.

B Article 51-A(g) of the Indian Constitution- The Fundamental Duties :
"It shall be the fundamental duty of every citizen of India to protect and
improve the Natural Environment including forests, lakes, rivers and wildlife,
and to have compassion for all living creatures."
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