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jains in action: behind the scenes 

“ Immortality lies not in the things you leave behind, but in the people your life has touched.” 

Meet the individuals who made YJA 2002 a 
reality, the New Jersey Convention Committee: 

Nikhil: Nikhil Shah was a New Jersey Conven-

tion Committee Co-Chair who has also served on the 
YJA Board. Before the YJA Convention, Nick said, “I 
feel as if though New Jersey is the prime location for 
the YJA 2002 Conference.  Since YJA has never been 
to the East Coast, and due to the caliber of the people 
that we have helping us, I truly feel as though we have 
a chance to take YJA to the next level.  I would like to 
see each and every individual take something away 
from the conference.” 

Palak: Palak Shah was a New Jersey Conven-

tion Committee Co-Chair who works at Prudential 
Financial. From this convention Palak I hoped to get a 
deeper understanding of the Jain religion, a greater 
knowledge of the obstacles which hinder the success 
of a conference (as well as the solutions to those obsta-
cles), and to enjoy the fruits of two years of labor. 
Lopa: Lopa Vadi was one of the Programming 

Chairs of the NJCC board and was awarded their most 
valuable committee member after the convention. 
Lopa currently works as a Case Manager for an inpa-
tient psychiatric facility and from time to time I also 
work as a therapist.  Lopa says, “I expect the the con-
ference to become a starting point for me to begin 
practicing Jainism to the fullest in everyday life.  The 
other expectation that I have is to meet fellow Jains 
from across the country, so as to link all Jains together 
and forge new friendships.” 

Abhishek: Abhishek Sanghavi was 

Fundraising Chair and works as a manage-
ment and technology consultant. Abhishek 
joined the convention committee to help out 
and make this one of the best conventions 
ever. Before convention Abhishek said, “ I 
hope to learn a lot and foster the Jain spirit 

among our youth. I wish everyone that attends will 
have the same feeling that they learned a lot and had 
a great time while doing so.”  
Maunank: Maunank Shah was Site and Hos-

pitality Chair. His main expectation of this confer-
ence was for the attendees to understand and grasp 
the concepts of Jainism.  “I want all the attendees to 
realize the meaning of being a Jain, from the burden 
of living a life within a non-Jain environment to the 
drive of willpower, which keeps us strong.  I want the 
participants attending, to learn, comprehend, and di-
gest the information provided, and then pass it on.  
This will be a unique opportunity for all of us to un-
derstand more in-depth, the meaning and true values 
of Jainism.” said Maunank before convention. 
Nirav: Nirav Shah was Transportation Chair 

and will be pursuing business at Rutgers University 
next year.  “I am really excited to be a part of the 
Convention Board for this convention.  I hope that all 
attendees will gain something from this convention 
and will learn more about Jainism.  I truly hope that 
everyone enjoys this convention and keeps it in his or 
her memories.” said Nirav. 
Pratik:  Pratik Doshi was Souvenir Chair and 

is a Computer Engineering major at the University of 
Michigan.  Pratik said, “By helping to organize a Jain 
Conference, I hope to acquire a better understanding 
of Jainism.  Not only will I try to apply Jain philoso-
phies to my everyday life, but help others learn them 
as well.  Being a part of the convention board will 
help me build strong ties within the Jain community, 
not only in New Jersey, but nationally.”  

of yja convention 
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from my desk to yours 

Paras:  Paras Doshi was Security Chair and 

works as a consultant in the New Jersey area. Paras 
feels he has been able to learn alot through working on 
this convention.  He said, “I hope that this convention 
turns out to be a great success and each and everyone 
of you have a safe and enjoyable time here in Jersey.” 
Ankit:  Ankit Shah was Finance Chair and the 

University of Pennsylvania a double majoring in eco-
nomics and systems engineering.  He believes this 
convention is going to be a distinctive opportunity to 
bring Jainism to today's youth and show them how it's 
done NJ style!  “I hope everyone enjoys it because we 
definitely had a blast putting it together.” said Ankit.   
Lesha: Lesha Shah was Public Relations Chair 

and a junior at Columbia University where she is a 
premed political science major. I have actively partici-
pated in the Jain community at home and school from 
pathshala and the youth group to being an advisor and 
YJA local representative.  Lesha hoped that the week-
end immersed each attendee in the spirit of Jainism. 
Ashish: Ashish Mehta was one of the  Registra-

tion Chairs and currently works for Lucent Technolo-
gies as the Web Development Manager.  As the regis-
tration team, they  hoped to make this convention a 
landmark in terms of the use of technology.  “This 
convention has given us the opportunity to utilize 
many different technologies to aid different aspects of 
the convention.  I hope that this convention becomes a 
memorable one for everyone,” said Ashish. 

Krunal: Krunal Shah was one of the Registra-

tion Chairs and is a recent college graduate from Ste-
vens Institute of Technology. He hoped that everyone 
left the convention with a better understanding of 
themselves and Jainism. “ I expect everyone to have a 
great time in New Jersey while simultaneously taking 
something from the convention,” said Krunal.  
Chintan: Chintan Parikh was one of the Regis-

tration Co-Chairs and has been working in New Jer-
sey for the past 4 years with a degree in Information 
Systems. Chintan said “Being part of this conference 
has been a truly enriching experience for me. It has 
not only helped me learn more about Jainism but also 
helped me grow as an individual.” 
Shweta & Sheetal:  Shweta and 

Sheetal Daftary were both Programming Chairs and 
are a couple with financial management background 
from India. They said “It has given us an invaluable 
experience to interact with the dynamic youth out 
here and expand our knowledge of Jainism. We hope 
all the attendees will grasp the teachings imparted at 
the convention.” 
Deepen:  Deepen Vira was a Programming 

Chair. He hoped all of you have a great time at the 
convention, as he had fun working on it, along with 
all the dedicated, and hardworking people. Deepen 
hoped to get out of this convention  a deeper under-
standing of Jainism, and try to become more spiritual, 
while looking forward to meeting new people. 

Jai Jinendra, 
This is a special issue of Young Minds covering the 5th biennial YJA Convention 

that took place in Mahwah, New Jersey. This issue contains an unique Jains in Action 
where we have more than one Jain that we are focusing upon, in order to give special rec-
ognition to the New Jersey Convention Committee for everything they accomplished.  

This time YJA Spotlight added a college youth group to highlight, so that we can 
encourage such youth groups to create a sense of community within college campuses.  

Lastly, there are introductions to your new board, most importantly, your new Publi-
cations director. I have had a great time for the past year and I hope you enjoyed Young 
Minds. 

Sincerely, 
                                         Mansi Shah 



 

4# 

SPOTLIGHT 
yja 

boston, los angeles &  
university of michigan   

“ We are not human beings on a spiritual journey. We are spiritual beings on a human journey.” 

Endless shots of cold coffee and platefuls of 
pasta help keep the JCGB Level 5 members sane 
through nights of arguing and outright chaos. One can 
only scratch their head and wonder how such an 
eclectic group of individuals come together and pre-
sent such successful workshops as "Tic-Tac-Toe: Three Jewels in a Row", and "Real World Boston: Jain Edi-
tion." The Three Jewels workshop was presented at the 2000 YJA in Los Angeles, and was repeated to a wider 
audience at the 2001 JAINA in Chicago. The Real World session was presented to over 300 people at the 2002 
YJA in New Jersey. 

 The members of the JCGB Level 5 attend Pathshala every month and admittedly, while learning about 
Jain Philosophy and Rituals, thoughts of lunch constantly pass through their minds during the two hours. JCGB 
Level 5 members also take part in the annual Mahavir Jayanti and Diwali functions, Dinner for the Homeless at 
Pine Street Inn, and in a special Pratistha this year, Level 5 members took an active part, presenting various 
skits, dance dramas, and songs. The "Boston Crew" (how each of the members refer to the group) believes in 
the power of Jainism to help make America and this world a better place for all.    

BOSTON: The Boston Youth group sits 
in the Level 5 class taught by Hemant 
Shah.   

The Los Angeles Youth group stems from Jain Center Youth 
Council (JCYC)  which holds pathsala classes. Students who are 
nearing the end of their high school career, and those who are 
college students comprise of this group.  They had two different 
teams competing in the Jain Academic Bowl at the YJA Conven-
tion. One team came in first, the other came in third. 

But this is not all the Los Angeles Youth group did. They put 
on a session on Anger Management at the Convention. Most re-
cently they were involved with the Habitat for Humanity project 
where 20 members went to Long Beach, California. Most members enjoyed their day and were able to make 
new friends. Nikhil Shah said, “ I was able to make acquaintances while making a difference in the world.” 

LOS ANGELES: The LA Youth Group poses 
after a hard day of work for H4H.  
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SPOTLIGHT 
yja 

continued... 

The Jain Student Group at the University of 
Michigan was formed in the late 90s by a group of 
youth who wanted to bring Jainism into their college 
lives.  Most of these youth had had the luxury of being 
involved with the local youth group JOY, with the Jain 
Society of Greater Detroit.  

 The group started out by writing and publishing a 
book on the basics of Jainism.  This almost 50 page 
book was the collaborative effort of 20 youth and was 
presented to the Jain Society in 1997.   

JSG has also put on various shows, given lectures 
at local churches on Jainism, and done joint projects 
with other campus groups.  This past year, JSG held 
bimonthly yoga sessions through the spring months.  
They also took on the task of preparing a session for 
the YJA 2002 Convention entitled “Paryshaun and 
Me.”  

 Each member of the group agreed that doing this 
session not only clued them in on the little aspects of 
this holiday they were unaware of, but also made them 
want to conduct another session.  Plannning for the 
next year will begin in the fall.   

If you would like to contact JSG to get involved 
contact the LR and Co-Chair of the organization, 
Sneha Shah (snehajs@umich.edu ). 

BELIEVE IT: 
The Fascinating Side of  Jainism 
 

 By Mukesh Hamukwala 
 

Many times we hear of miracles in major relig-
ions and we are not sure if we are merely seeing an 
illusion or whether there is something real involved. 
These are two accounts in which one can find mira-
cles in Jainism.  

  
Miracle #1 

One of the small houses at Siddhachalam, houses 
a black Parshvanath Murti.  It is said (and proven) 
that if you stare at the forehead of the bhagwan for 2 
minutes and close your eyes, an image of the murti 
can be seen flashing in your eyes.  These visions are 
also seen in great temples across India. 

 
Miracle #2 

 About 4 years ago, a family in Chicago experi-
enced a Jain miracle.  When they were moving furni-
ture one day, lines appeared on their walls out of no-
where.   

After closer inspection, they realized that the 
lines formed pictures.  These pictures were of temples 
in India.  There were able to distinguish two of the 
temples but the third one was very difficult to find.  
After looking through pictures, they figured out this 
third temple was the picture of the future Detroit tem-
ple.   

The bizarre thing about this whole situation is 
that if anyone tried to take a picture or videotape the 
wall, the lines would not show up, no matter what.  
What one wonders most, is why the Detroit temple?? 

 
Tell Us Your Experience 

Do you have your own story???  Submit it to our 
Publications Director for 2002-2003, Arpan R. Shah 
(arpanr.shah@yja.org). 

Advertisements 
$150 Quarter Page 

$300 Half Page 
$500 Full Page 

 
To advertise,  

please call Arpan Shah  
at 832-545-4270 

U. MICH: 
M e m b e r s 
p o s e 
above, put 
on a ses-
sion at YJA 
2002. 
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“Don’t take friendship for granted. Friendship is giving and sharing of your heart.” 

 

B U
 S 

  R
 I D

 E 

S H E R A T O N    H O T E L 

Arriving at Newark Interna-
tional Airport, attendees were 
taken on a BUS RIDE to the actual 
venue. Upon arriving to the 
SHERATON HOTEL in Mahwah, 
New Jersey, participants were 
greeted with a traditional In-
dian welcome of flowers and 
chanla.  

Participants registered to the 
convention and received their 
identification card, room key 
and souvenir bag. 

After settling into their 
rooms and meeting their room-
mates, the afternoon was filled 
with ice breakers where atten-
dees could meet one another. 

Opening Ceremonies took 
place that evening. With hon-
ored guests present and key-
note speaker, Satish Kumar, 
delivering a motivational talk 
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M E L A  --  I N D I A N   C A R N I V A L 

C U L T U R E   S H O W 

M O C K   W E D D I N G 

The end of opening 
ceremonies officially be-
gan the evening        activ-
ity, specifically the           
MELA-INDIAN CARNIVAL.  

The Indian DÉCOR was 
filled through the hallways 
of the hotel. From 20 dif-
ferent booths to 30 distinct 
activities and a           CUL-
TURE SHOW, the spirit of In-
dia was everywhere. And 
there was a surprise MOCK 

D E C O R 

7 

ctà{ Éy ]t|Ç|áÅ 

 Jersey    July 2002 
   àt~x t ÄÉÉ~ utv~ 



 

8# 

“Make time each day for self reflection.” 

B A C K   T O   B A S I C S 

P A
 R 

Y U
 S 

H 
U 

N 
  &

  M
 E 

A N G E R   M A N A G E M E N T 

J N F   S E S S I O N 

The next two days 
participants were given 
the option to attend 
morning activities 
which included yoga, 
meditation and cardio 
salsa. Each participant 
was required to attend 6 
sessions a day which 
consisted of knowl-
edge-based   sessions 
like BACK TO BASICS, ses-
sions split by age 
group, and special JNF 
SESSIONS.  

Different  youth 
groups held sessions 
like ANGER MANAGEMENT 
held by  Los Angeles 
and PARYUSHUN & ME 
held by the University 
of Michigan.   After 

8 
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YOUNG MINDS    Convention Issue ‘02

K U
 R 

T H
 A 
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L E N G H A S 

D I N N E R     
After the recreational 

activities, participants 
would usually have DIN-
NER, before dressing up for 
the night activity.  

On Friday night there 
was a  GARBA RAAS with   
live music. The attendees 
dressed in traditional In-
dian clothing, girls in 
LENGHAS and guys in 
KURTHAS  as they danced in 
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“In all affairs of life, in every moment, we have a choice.” 

L I N E   T O   E N T E R
 

S M
 I L

 E 
S 

D A N C I N G
 

I N   T H E   L O B B Y  

L I N E   T O   E N T E R
 

Y J
 A 

  B
 O

 A 
R D

 

S E M I  -  F O R M A L  

After garba-raas, attendees went 
to their rooms to wake up to another 
day packed with morning activities, 
6 sessions and recreational hour.  

As that day came to an end, each 
participant was ready to enjoy the 
evening SEMI-FORMAL. Even with a 
LINE TO ENTER participants were all 
SMILES. There was  DANCING in the 
ballroom where participants were 
given glow sticks and lessons in 
salsa offered in the club. Throughout 
the night both rooms played differ-
ent music. 

At the end of the night, the YJA 

10 
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YOUNG MINDS    Convention Issue ‘02
B R U N C H

 

K E
 Y 

N 
O 
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S P
 E 
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P R A Y E R  

G O O D  -  B Y E
 

M O T I V A T I O N A L   T A L K
 

On Sunday morning, 
participants had BRUNCH 
during closing ceremo-
nies. 

 Closing ceremonies 
began with a  PRAYER by 
Samani Shardapragyaji 
to be followed by  the 
KEYNOTE SPEECH by Sadhvi 
Sh i lap i j i .  Gurudev      
Chitrabhanuji gave a             
MOTIVATIONAL TALK, ending 
closing ceremonies. 

This marked the end 
of  convention and atten-
dees said GOOD-BYE to one 

11 
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“ To be upset over what you don't have is to waste what you do have.” 

I n the last 200 years science and technology 
have changed the face of the Earth. Armed by 

the Industrial Revolution, European countries con-
quered continents, established colonial empires, had 
access to raw materials and markets and used their 
power to control much of the world. 

Modern technology propelled by the forces of 
the market and politics has enhanced the power of 
Western nations beyond 
anything known or even 
dreamt of before. It is 
power over matter, over 
life on Earth, and power 
over nations and millions 
of people. Its unfettered 
exercise over two centu-
ries has raised living stan-
dards of these Western 
nations to unbelievable 
levels of consumption. As 
Hans Jonas points out, 
"Not even the ravages of 
two world wars — them-
selves children of that 
overbrimming power — could slow the upward surge 
for long; it even gained from the spin-off of the hectic 
technological war effort in its aftermath. The decades 
after World War II may well denote the high water 
mark of technologic economic ebullience." 

Today, faith in technology and progress is un-
abated. The dark side of technology is ignored and 
pushed aside, and more technology is generated to 
deal with the problems of earlier technologies. We 
live in a world which has obsessive preoccupation 
with growth and unlimited confidence in new techno-
logical developments to add to our lifestyles. 

But this growth and lifestyle are by no means 
shared by all. Forbes magazine has estimated that 225 
individuals, the richest in the world, have a combined 
wealth of more than $1 trillion, a figure that ap-
proaches the combined annual income of the poorest 
one half of humanity. The assets of the three richest 
individuals exceed the combined annual economic 
output of forty- -eight poor countries! 

Is this a measure of progress? 
The Western economic model — the fossil-fuel 

based, automobile-centred, throw-away economy — 
is the model that is being promoted and eagerly cop-
ied by the "developing" countries. The result is some 
economic growth, but the divide between the rich and 
the poor has become larger, with cities where more 
than half the population live in unbelievable slums. 
Also our economic and technological progress has 
been achieved by disappearing forests, disappearing 
rivers and wetlands, disappearing cropland for more 
and more cities, disappearing biodiversity, and disap-
pearing fossil and mineral wealth and increasing 
wastelands. 
Should such happenings not jolt us to re-examine our 
ideas of progress? 

In India we have increased our GNP by 5% to 
6% or maybe 7%, but at the same time we have mil-

lions who go hungry and are 
homeless. Is this progress? 
No society can truly be 
called civilized if it has hun-
ger and homelessness within 
its communities. 
In 1916 Mahatma Gandhi 
gave a lecture to students of 
Allahabad University and 
asked the question "Is eco-
nomic progress real pro-
gress?" In discussing the 
subject, Gandhi said, "I take 
it by economic progress we 
mean material advancement 
without limit — and by real 

progress we mean moral progress." The economists 
point out that there can be no moral progress, unless 
there is economic progress, so that the poor can sat-
isfy their daily needs. Gandhi’s reply to this argument 
was that of course no one has even suggested that 
grinding pauperism can lead to anything else than 
moral degradation, that all human beings have a right 
to live decently and therefore must find the means to 
feed, clothe and house themselves. But for this simple 
performance, Gandhi adds, "we need no assistance 
from economics or their laws." 

Gandhi, continuing his lecture, made the point, 
"I venture to think the religious scriptures of the 
world are far safer and sounder treatises on the laws 
of economics, than many of the modern economic 
text-books." And he added, "I believe that Jesus was 
the greatest economist of his time." Gandhi tells his 
audience that persons who have exercised great influ-
ence on their lives and moulded the lives of millions 
were people like Jesus and the Buddha who deliber-

Is This Progress? 
 By Kamla Chowdhry 

This article was first printed in Resurgence, an Eng-
lish magazine created and edited by the YJA Conven-
tion 2002 Keynote Speaker, Satish Kumar..  

” 

I take it by economic 
progress we mean ma-
terial advancement 
without limit — and 
by real progress we 
mean moral progress.  

“ 



Volume 10, Number 3                                                                                                                            Fall  2002 

13 

ately embraced poverty — Mahavir, Mohammed, Nanak, 
Kabir, Shankara, Vivekanand, Ramakrishna, St. Francis: 
they all embraced poverty. And, he adds, the world has 
been made richer for their having lived in it. 

Gandhi made the point that in his view modern civi-
lization poses a greater threat than colonialism did. He 
urged that worldly pursuits should give way to ethical 
and moral living. Gandhi’s great ambition was to show 
India the way for its moral regeneration. He redefined 
the scope of dharma and included Western notions of 
liberty, equality, fraternity and mutual help. Gandhi gave 
an updated version of dharma that would fit life in the 
modern world. 

The World Bank too seems to be inching its way 
towards Gandhi’s thinking as to what is economic pro-
gress. President James Wolfensohn said in a public meet-
ing, "The World Bank’s central mission is to weld eco-
nomic assistance with spiritual, ethical and moral devel-
opment. It is in this context that we need to measure our 
progress and relate to the groups with whom we are deal-
ing. At the Bank we are trying to find ways to measure 
ourselves not by dollar value but by the impact and ef-
fectiveness of our programmes in terms that relate to the 
development of the society." Echoes of Gandhi’s con-
cerns. 

Modern society has always assumed that growth is 
progress, that you grow or die. And we continue to de-
lude ourselves into believing that more and more tech-
nology is progress and an answer to our problems. 

Within the framework of Gandhi’s concerns about 
the poor, about the need for dignity and respect in man-
ual work, he promoted the spinning wheel — as a sym-
bol of solidarity between the rich and poor, of the unity 
of humankind, of economic freedom and equality. In 
everything that Gandhi did there was a spiritual message 
together with a deep concern for the poor. 

If we want real progress, equitable and sustainable 
progress, then the starting point is the self. Going back to 
a simpler life, as Gandhi advocated, is not a step back-
ward; rather the simpler lifestyle may allow us to regain 
our dignity, our spirituality and our contact with nature. 
The return to simplicity will also be fulfilling for our 
soul.  
 
About the Author  

Kamla Chowdhry is visiting professor at Harvard 
Business School in the USA. She taught at Schumacher 
College in June 2001. 

 
About the Magazine 

Resurgence Magazine is a special magazine distrib-
uted in England. In order to learn more about Resur-
gence and read more articles like this one, please visit 
http://www.resurgence.gn.apc.org 

Recipe Corner:  

   Vegan Chocolate Cake 
 
1 1/2 C    unbleached flower 
1 C            sugar 
3 T            cocoa powder 
1 t             baking soda 
1 t     vanilla extract 
1 T      distilled white vinegar 
5 T     vegetable oil 
1 C     cold water 
1/2 C     semi-sweet chocolate chips 
 
Preheat oven to 350. Using a fork, combine 
dry ingredients. Stir in the wet ingredients. 
Pour batter into 9” by 9” pan and bake for 
30-35 minutes or until knife inserted in 
the center comes out clean.  
Variations of this cake in different flavors 
(vanilla, lemon) can also be developed. For 
a layer cake, make two recipes, back in 
square or round pans. When both layers 
are baked and cooled, spread icing between 
the two layers and on top and sides. Pils-
bury vanilla icing is one to try.  

Congratulations to 
YJUK  

on its 15th  
Anniversary. 

 
This summer YJUK presents  
Young Jains UK Convention 

“Tasting the Mango” 
August 23rd—25th 

 
To find out more about our 

 sister organization,  
please visit 

http://www.youngjains.org.uk  
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“The future is not something we enter. The future is something we create.” 

Meet the New YJA Executive Board 

Name: Ronak M. Shah 
Age: 20 
School: New York University 
“With an expansion of our website, 
launching of numerous regional confer-
ences and formalizing regional chap-
ters, youth will see YJA becoming a 
greater part of their daily lives.” 

Co-Chairs: 

Name: Suchita Shah 
Age: 19 
School: University of Michigan 
“Our members are so important to us, 
and I want to help them build stronger 
youth groups to help foster Jain val-
ues.  This spreading of Jain principles 
is what is most important to me.” 

Education 
Name: Ami P. Shah 
Age: 23 
Occupation: Mechanical Engineer 
“I look forward to teaching young 
Jains about religion and encouraging 
them to be enthusiastic about it.” 

Directors: 

Finance & Fundraising 
Name: Arpan Shah 
Age: 18 
School: University of Texas, Austin 
“I hope to see YJA reach out to more 
youth through more activities that in-
spire young Jains.” 

Information Technology 
Name: Paras Dodhia 
Age: 20 
School: Ryerson University/ Occupation: 
Marketing 
“I have done work for major companies 
and non-profits, and will be your point 

Events 
Name: Karishma Shah 
Age: 19 
School: UC Berkeley  
“Working with local communities, and 
building a college circuit, I hope to 
start building a strong network.” 

Project Development 
Name: Lopa Vadi 
Age: 24 
Occupation: Case Manager 
“I am part of an awesome team that will 
bring Jainism into a new light with all 
young Jains out there.  ” 

Public Relations 
Name: Chirag Shah 
Age: 18 
School: Truman State University  
“ I hope that this year will reflect 
the dedication that is inherent of 
the reputation of the organization.” 

Publications 
Name: Arpan R. Shah 
Age: 19 
School: Cornell University  
“I hope to make help turn YJA into an 
organization that spreads Jainism 
through America.”  

Directors (continued): 

Regional Coordinators: 
Mid-Atlantic 
Name: Dipa Talati 
Age: 19 
School: New York University  
“I'm really excited to be on the board 
because I think that I can make a big 
contribution to YJA events this year.”  

Midwest 
Name: Nirali Vora 
Age: 18 
School: Benedictine University 
“I hope to see more youth get involved 
in their culture and help YJA have 
another successful year.” 

Northeast 
Name: Lily Jain 
Age: 23 
School: University of Toronto 
“I hope to make the Northeast a region 
as strong or even stronger than all 
the other regions in the next year.” 

South 
Name: Rishabh Khara 
Age: 19 
School: University of Texas, Austin  
“I hope that I am able to positively 
contribute to YJA and hopefully 
change it for the better.” 

Southeast 
Name: Priya Palvia 
Age: 19 
School: Georgia Tech 
“I hope to not only promote Jainism, 
but to also help youth understand the 
true meaning of Jainism.” 

West 
Name: Pinita Shah 
Age: 18 
School: UCLA 
“I am glad I have the opportunity to 
share Jain knowledge and help build a 
strong foundation for the youth.” 

Elected: July 2002 
First Meeting: 
Location: Chicago, IL. 
Dates: August 8th-11th,2002 
Topics: Post Convention, Upcoming Year 
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Jai Jinendra, 
 
 With the help of supportive parents, spirited youth, and dedicated board 
members, Young Jains of America has grown tremendously since its the 
founding in 1991.  Today, representing over 4000 youth, YJA has become 
a forum for young Jains to learn of their great religion, address social 
issues, and develop as future Jain community leaders. 
 
 This past July 4th weekend, Young Jains of America hosted its fifth bien-
nial youth convention, “Walking the Path of Jainism.”  It was an over-
whelming success.  Over 800 youth gathered and shared their heritage in 
Mahwah, New Jersey for four days, sharing their heritage, learning from 
scholars, and meeting youth from all over the world. 
 
 YJA hopes to build on its past success and to use technology to open up 
future doors.  The Internet is one of our greatest assets in uniting us all as 
one community and our greatest link in passing our wonderful religion to 
the next generation.  YJA’s website, www.yja.org, will become a home 
and Internet portal for youth and parents alike.  You will be able to 
download video and audio clips of dignitaries, chat with fellow youth, 
view a Jain calendar, read reviews on new Jain books, send Paryushan e-
cards to fellow friends, and learn how other youth groups are integrating 
Jainism within their daily lives.  But this is just the beginning! 
 
 YJA with strongly initiate grassroots activities to generate excitement 
amongst our youth.  Within the next six months, YJA will launch regional 
conferences all over America to link youth together!  With over thirty 
youth groups and collegiate chapters, YJA is uniting these youth groups to 
build enthusiasm, express religious and social concerns, and find modern 
solutions of how Jainism applies within their lives. 
 
 To help build the future leaders of tomorrow, YJA hopes to establish a 
networking forum for our youth entering college and the professional 
arena.  Youth will now have an opportunity that our parents did not have.  
Through web-based services, YJA will help youth find jobs, make friends 
in a new city, and find youth a professional mentor for advice. 
 
 Eleven years of experience, numerous national conventions, and highly 
motivated board members is a testament to our dedication.  And with the 
continued support of our parents and Jain community, YJA will undoubt-
edly build on its prosperous foundation and take YJA to the next level. 
 

 Sincerely, 
 
  

 Ronak Shah and Suchita Shah 
Co-Chairs, 2002-2003 

Young Jains of America 
chairs@yja.org 

 
 

Co-Chairpersons 
Suchita Shah 
248-470-9268 

suchita.shah@yja.com 
Ronak Shah 

918-269-7665 
ronak.shah@yja.org 

  
Directors 
Education 
Ami Shah 

323-965-1140 
ami.shah@yja.org 

Events 
Karishma Shah 
510-486-8148 

karishma.shah@yja.org 
Finance/Fundraising 

Arpan Shah 
832-545-4270 

arpan.shah@yja.org 
Information Technology 

Paras Dodhia 
416-271-0800 

 paras.dodhia@yja.org 
Project Development 

Lopa Vadi 
732-522-5832 

lopa.vadi@yja.org 
Public Relations 

Chirag Shah 
262-880-6918  

chirag.shah@yja.org 
Publications 

Arpan R. Shah 
646-339-7020 

arpanr.shah@yja.org 
 

Regional Coordinators 
Mid-Atlantic 
Dipa Talati 

347-613-3478 
dipa.talati@yja.org 

Midwest 
Nirali Vora 

630-452-2667 
nirali.vora@yja.org 

Northeast 
Lily Jain 

416-931-8149 
lily.jain@yja.org 

South 
Rishabh Khara 
469-438-4331 

rishabh.khara@yja.org 
Southeast 

Priya Palvia 
678-525-5716 

priya.palvia@yja.org 
West 

Pinita Shah 
714-310-1034 

pinita.shah@yja.org 
 

Advisors 
Prem Jain 
Sachi Jain 

Naishadh Shah 
Nirav Shah 

advisors@yja.org 
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board@yja.org  • www.yja.org 
 

For the past eleven years, Young Jains of America has been "promoting and spreading Jainism through the youth."  
With our four thousand members, YJA continually strives to build the future Jain leaders of tomorrow. 
 
But to do this, we need your help.  
 
YJA has hosted 5 national youth conventions, sponsored many regional conferences, initiated several national pro-
jects (Foster Focus, Mahavir Jayanti 2600, Habitat For Humanity), and created a website in hopes of inspiring Jain 
youth to learn and practice their heritage. 
 
YJA wants our parents, our biggest supporters, to become an integrated part of the organization.  We ask that you 
become a patron donor. 
 
       Yearly Membership ($51) 

• Receive 4 issues of Young Minds (quarterly publication) 
• Include your name as a YJA sponsor on www.yja.org 
• Receive “Patron member” newsletter every two months; highlighting YJA’s goals and progress 
• Receive YM^2 (bi-monthly e-publications) of current youth events and announcements  

 
We want you to aid us in practicing Jainism.  Becoming a patron donor shows your support to the youth and the fu-
ture of Jainism. 
 
Please send checks made to Young Jains of America to:  

YJA c/o Arpan Shah 
3110 Pablo Picasso Dr.   
Sugarland, TX    77479 


